Two Types of Outlines
Topic Outline

Thesis: Because our family has a variety of hobbies and interests, we get a lot of junk mail that we treat like junk.

I. Definition of junk mail.

A. Bulk rate postage

B. Advertising

II. Hobbies and interests of the family

A. Woodworking

B. Investing

C. Gardening and camping

III. Lists sold by companies

A. Farm, fleet, work clothes catalogs

B. Financial brochures

C. Camping, clothing, and gardening catalogs

IV. Junk mail as junk
A. Clutter

B. Garbage
Sentence outline

Thesis: Because our family has a variety of hobbies and interests, we get a lot of junk mail that we treat like junk.

I. Junk mail is a particular kind of mail. (paragraph)

A. Junk mail goes for “bulk rate.”
B. Junk mail consists of advertising or soliciting brochures.

II. The hobbies and interests of our family reflect the kind of junk mail we receive. (paragraph)

A. My father is a woodworker, so he gets everything connected with carpentry.

B. My mother is an investor in stocks and bonds, so she gets investment brochures.

C. I once had a garden, so I get garden catalogs.

D. D. I ordered something from L. L. Bean, so now I get sporting goods catalogs from all over.

III. The companies we order from have sold their lists of customers. (paragraph)

A. My father gets farm and fleet catalogs as well as work clothes catalogs.

B. My mother gets invitations to “make a million.”
C. I get every conceivable kind of catalog related to clothing, camping, and gardening.

IV. We treat the catalogs like junk. (paragraph)

A. We seldom look at them.

B. We throw them in the garbage.

